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“History with a Vision:” GSA Advances Goal to Assist in the Revitalization of Downtown with the Redevelopment of 811 Grand

GSA announces the three project teams to proceed into Phase II of the redevelopment of the former U.S Courthouse at 811 Grand at a public meeting on August 29 at 5 P.M. in the Whittaker Courthouse

KANSAS CITY, MO – The General Services Administration (GSA) Heartland Region is excited to proceed with its plans to incorporate the U.S. Courthouse located at 811 Grand and adjacent land, with Kansas City’s strategy for the continued renewal of downtown.  GSA is entering Phase II of the process to select a private developer with whom to partner on the 811 Grand Redevelopment.  The goal of this public-private partnership is to transform the vacant Federal Building and its attached property, into a vibrant, integral component of a flourishing downtown.  

The two properties represent an unparalleled opportunity to inject new life into this section of downtown and anchor the northwest corner of the Illus W. Davis Civic Mall.  By leasing 811 Grand and encouraging the development of a new facility between the old and new U.S. Courthouses, GSA can foster planned, sustained growth for decades to come.  “I have said in the past that this opportunity calls for creativity and vision,” affirmed GSA Regional Administrator Bradley M. Scott.  “We at GSA understand the great potential of public-private partnerships in urban revitalization and are confident that the three groups will rise to the occasion to help give Kansas City a landmark property of which we all can be very proud.”

At Thursday’s public meeting, GSA presented an overview of the three proposals that are currently under consideration and invited the public to comment on them.  The meeting kicked-off a 30-day public comment period intended for GSA to further garner public sentiments on the future of 811 Grand.  “Public input helps us to ensure that the final selected proposal is best for Kansas City and the American taxpayer,” stated Scott.  GSA’s Good Neighbor Policy encourages public-private cooperation in the revitalization of downtown areas across the country. Through this policy, GSA seeks opportunities to partner with communities to create better places to live and work for all citizens.  GSA’s Kansas City-based Heartland Region embraces this policy and has an established history of “Good Neighbor” successes. 

GSA Heartland Region demonstrated its commitment to the Good Neighbor Policy by the role it played in the development of the Illus W. Davis Civic Mall.  The Charles Evans Whittaker U.S. Courthouse, the successor to the 811 Grand U.S. Courthouse, and the Department of Transportation Building were constructed to help develop the east side of downtown and frame the Civic Mall to the north and west. Moreover, GSA was one of the first landlords to commit to fulfilling its obligation to the, hoped for, Community Improvement District Plan.  The 811 Grand Redevelopment is another opportunity for GSA to complement the vision of Kansas City’s community leaders and their on-going efforts to invigorate downtown.

GSA Heartland Region is proud to partner with Kansas City in its urban revitalization efforts.  It is through cooperation that 811 Grand, with its preserved historic character, and its attached property can propel downtown Kansas City into the 21st century as the cornerstone of the Grand Boulevard corridor redevelopment.  
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