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GSA Heartland Region Wins Environmental “Demolition Derby” Award 

GSA Heartland Recycled or Reused 85% of the Total Potential Waste Generated During the Demolition of the Edward Zorinsky Federal Building.
Kansas City, MO – The General Services Administration (GSA), Public Buildings Service (PBS) Heartland Region has been recently recognized with the national GSA “Demolition Derby” Environmental Award.  This award acknowledges GSA for incorporating sound environmental policies in the demolition and renovation of the 415,000 square feet Edward Zorinsky Federal Building in Omaha, Nebraska. The GSA Heartland Region executes President Bush’s directive to “preserve our natural heritage by serving as good stewards of our land” by embracing waste reduction through building material reuse and recycling.   “Recycling helps to serve this important function by conserving our natural resources as we reuse them where we can. Recycling safeguards our environment and helps keep America beautiful for present and future generations,” stated President Bush during his proclamation of America Recycles Day in November 15, 2001.  This renovation project presented an opportunity to incorporate sustainable development and make a significant positive impact on the local community’s environmental resources through effective waste management.  

As areas of the Zorinsky Federal Building were demolished, PBS Heartland actively searched for building materials that would be ideal for reuse or recycling. PBS Heartland developed a community partnership with Humanity Restore that resulted in numerous and diverse building materials being salvaged for use in area Habitat for Humanity and school facilities, or set aside for recycling.  This partnership has broadened the value of the project beyond exclusively economic and environmental benefits to include added social value through the improvement of area school and charity facilities.  Materials donated for reuse in area schools and Habitat for Humanity include:
· Doors -





500 (95%) Reused
· Carpet Squares - 



200,000 square feet (100%) Reused
· Wood and Metal Cabinetry - 


50 units (100%) Reused
· Plumbing Fixtures - Faucets, Urinals, 

Toilets, Sinks, Stall Components, 








Paper Towel, Toilet Paper and Soap Holders - 
700 total fixtures (100%) Reused
Throughout the demolition a vast amount of building materials were salvaged that could not be donated for immediate reuse.  These materials however, still had significant economic value by being recycled.  Moreover, the recycling of literally tons of metal and wood help to preserve the community’s environmental resources and save significant space in local landfills. Recycled building materials are listed below.
· Carpet --    




30,000 square feet
· Scrap Metal – 




4,520 cubic yards 

· Aluminum – 




6 tons
· Copper – 




4 tons
· Wood Paneling – 



9,000 board feet
· Compacted Cardboard – 


30 cubic yards
These innovative and determined efforts to promote waste reduction throughout the Heartland Region have resulted in millions of taxpayer dollars saved, the protection of our communities’ environmental resources and the improvement of area school and charity facilities.  GSA is proud to do its part to make our communities better places to live and work for all citizens.  The GSA Heartland Region not only embraces waste reduction in Federal facilities as its operational philosophy, but also promotes GSA as a steward of the environment.  
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