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GSA Heartland Region Wins Two GSA Environmental Awards for Excellence in Environmentally-friendly Construction and Renovation

GSA Heartland Public Building Service Nationally Recognized for Successfully Incorporating the 3 R’s in Construction:  Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.
Kansas City, MO – The General Services Administration (GSA), Public Buildings Service (PBS) Heartland Region was recently recognized nationally with two GSA Environmental Awards for incorporating sound environmental policies in construction and renovation projects during fiscal year 2001. The GSA Heartland Region's Property Development Division has taken the leadership of the PBS Heartland Environmental Team and embraced waste reduction as a primary goal.  

By focusing on the three R’s of environmentally sound construction and renovation, “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle,” PBS has addressed the reduction of waste through the implementation of electronic contract filing and maintenance, thus eliminating unnecessary contract copies.  Over the next decade, PBS Heartland’s Property Development Division alone will conserve approximately 5 tons of paper waste or the equivalent of 16.5 cubic yards of landfill space; 58,100 gallons of fresh water; over 27,000 kilowatt hours of energy; and approximately 425 pounds of air pollutants will be prevented from entering the earth’s atmosphere.  

By seizing opportunities to reuse building materials slated for removal in renovation projects, PBS Heartland dramatically reduced the amount of waste materials that otherwise would be sent to landfills.  Moreover, millions of taxpayer dollars are saved through this same process.  In fact, at the Richard Bolling Federal Building in Downtown Kansas City, over $1.5 million and nearly 8 tons of metal was saved during the on-going renovation project by simply reusing the interior conductors and metal casings of the existing switchgears.  

Finally, recycling is addressed through community partnership programs focusing on the recycling of materials generated by the renovation process.  For example, during the renovation project of the Zorinsky Federal Building in Omaha, Nebraska, a community partnership with Humanity Restore has led to materials being salvaged for re-use in area schools.  With only 30% of the Zorinsky renovation project completed, the following recycled materials have already been generated for re-use:

· 1,110 cubic yards of scrap metal

· 4 tons of aluminum

· 2 tons of copper

· Over 700 Recycled Plumbing Fixtures including Faucets, Urinals, Toilets, Sinks, Stall Components and Paper Towel, Toilet Paper and Soap Holders

· 50 units of cabinetry

· 100 doors

· 150,000 square feet of Recycled or Reused Carpet 

All these practices combine to promote waste reduction throughout the Heartland Region, resulting in millions of taxpayer dollars saved and the protection of our communities’ environmental resources.  GSA is committed to do our part to make our communities better places to live and work for all citizens.  

####

GSA is a centralized federal procurement and property management agency created by Congress to improve government efficiency and help federal agencies better serve the public.  GSA’s Heartland Region workforce of more than 1,000 associates acquires office space, equipment, supplies, telecommunications and information technology for federal workers located in approximately 400 government-owned and leased buildings in communities throughout Missouri, Kansas, Iowa and Nebraska.
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