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GSA Awards First Government-wide Contracts Dedicated to HUBZone IT Firms

KANSAS CITY, MO – The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Heartland Region announced that it completed the award process for the first multiple award, government-wide acquisition contract (GWAC) dedicated to information technology industry partners certified as Historically Underutilized Business Zones (HUBZone).  HUBZones are specially designated, historically impoverished urban and rural areas targeted as locations to cultivate economic and job development.  Since the establishment of HUBZones, by the HUBZone Act of 1997 (P.L. 105-135, December 2, 1997), sponsored by Missouri Senior Senator Christopher “Kit” Bond, lawmakers led by Senator Bond have worked in cooperation with GSA to expand the network of companies with HUBZone contracts.

The five-year contract enables federal agencies to purchase information technology products and services from companies located in HUBZones and in turn, spurs economic expansion in areas that would not customarily house IT companies. The contract awards cover seven functional areas including Internet Services, Call Centers, Distance Learning, Video Conferencing, Wiring and Cabling, Network Design, Computer Operations/Support, Network Management, Contingency Planning, Disaster Preparedness/Recovery and Information Assurance. Between eight and ten contracts were awarded for each functional area.  A complete list of contract awards is attached.

The contracts are managed by the GSA’s, Small Business Solution Development Center in Kansas City, Missouri.  

 “The HUBZone Information Technology contract is a win-win for both underutilized businesses and for federal agencies,” said Brad Scott, GSA Regional Administrator for the Heartland Region. “These contracts will help stimulate economic development and create jobs in urban and rural communities and also assist federal agencies in meeting their procurement preference goals,” said Scott. Federal procurement preference goals require agencies to purchase 3% of total federal government procurement dollars from HUBZone firms in fiscal year 2003. Agencies have fallen short of their goals since the establishment of HUBZones by the HUBZone Act of 1997 (P.L. 105-135, December 2, 1997). 
“These contracts offer federal agencies a complete portfolio of HUBZone certified firms to meet their information technology needs.  They also provide HUBZone credit toward agency procurement preference goals,” said Mary Parks, Director of the Small Business Solutions Development Center. A challenge for contracting personnel has been identifying firms for HUBZone programs. This contract is expected to save agencies procurement lead-time by identifying HUBZone certified firms qualified to participate in information technology initiatives.

"The award of this contract will allow GSA to better assist federal agencies in meeting their HUBZone program award goals.  Also, by working with GSA, these HUBZone contract award winners are now better positioned to increase their percentage of total federal prime contract awards," said Ron Williams, GSA FTS Assistant Regional Administrator in Kansas City.

"We applaud GSA's support for the HUBZone Program, and this administration's commitment to job growth in distressed urban and rural communities,” said Michael P. McHale, Associate Administrator, HUBZone Contracting Empowerment Program.

Businesses awarded contracts must have met the HUBZone program criteria: be a small business by SBA size standards; have its principal office located within a HUBZone (including land on federally recognized Indian reservations); be owned and controlled by one or more U.S. citizens; and ensure that at least 35% of its employees reside in a HUBZone.

GSA is a centralized federal procurement and property management agency created by Congress to improve government efficiency and help federal agencies better serve the public.  It acquires, on behalf of federal agencies, office space, equipment, telecommunications, information technology, supplies, and services.  GSA, comprised of 14,000 associates, provides services and solutions for the office operations of over 1 million federal workers located in 8,300 government-owned and leased buildings in 1,600 U.S. communities.

####

GSA is a centralized federal procurement and property management agency created by Congress to improve government efficiency and help federal agencies better serve the public.  GSA’s Heartland Region workforce of more than 1,000 associates acquires office space, equipment, supplies, telecommunications and information technology for federal workers located in approximately 400 government-owned and leased buildings in communities throughout Missouri, Kansas, Iowa and Nebraska.

####

Story Outline

· GSA announced 34? contracts for government-wide acquisition of IT in HUBZones.

· What is a HUBZone?

· Definition and how it benefits the community

· Congressional Leadership in its creation

· Cooperation between Bond and GSA

· Description of Contracts

· Who received Contracts

· What qualifies a company for HUBZone contracts

· Contract Benefits to IT Industry

· Dollar value

· Term of contract

· Simplification of process for federal agencies to purchase

As the status of the companies is still pending the Competency Letters from SBA and thus, the names of the companies can not yet be divulged, we can’t incorporate the major hook of the story at this time.

I recommend that we postpone the PR until we can discuss the entire story. (Late January – Early February).
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